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than in the past. Although many
attribute this to NAFTA, evidence
indicates that the trend toward devel-
oping a single agricultural market
began in the mid-1980s, as US com-
panies invested in feedlots and pack-
ing facilities in Canada. Greater
market integration, however, has
exacerbated the negative impacts of

recent animal disease outbreaks and
called into question the extent to
which deep integration will continue
in North America.
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