JUSING AND HEALTH

LINKING COMMUNITY HEALTH AND HOUSING STRESS IN WISCONSIN

HOUSING FINANCIAL STRESS:
SPENDING 30% OR MORE OF HOUSEHOLD Housing financial stress may force people, particularly

INCOME ON RENT OR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS older residents, to forgo essential medical care.
AND OTHER HOUSING COSTS

By county, the share in fair or poor health increases
Percent of Homeowners with the share of housing stressed homeowners.
23 IN WISCONSIN ARE HOUSING STRESSED

Homeowners are older than renters and, on average,
more likely to have overlapping health issues.

Percent of Renters
IN WISCONSIN ARE HOUSING STRESSED
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“Because of the rising cost of
rent, | can’t afford my
medication.”

- Sydney, 50-year-old
resident of Bayfield County

“As an EMT, | know from experience that
housing insecure folks on the island who find
themselves in a health emergency will have
to pay the full ambulance fee to get to the
ferry, the ferry cost to the mainland, and the

“I have seen people come in that | treat, | write them a
prescription, and | just know, | can just see on their face

remainder of the hospital fees. They are
reluctant to do that, so they don't visit a
doctor until it becomes serious care instead
of preventative.”
-Allan, 38-year-old resident of Door County

that this prescription is not going to get filled. With the cost
of housing going up, people just don't have the money for
medicine.”
-Jacob, 48-year-old resident of Polk County
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“I'm having health issues because | need
surgeries done that | can't have done because
| don't have stable housing.” - Katie, 40-year-
old resident of Waupaca County

WAUPACA

“After my knee surgery, | was supposed

to get eight physical therapy sessions.

Each session had a $30 copay, which |
can't afford along with the cost of GREEN

housing. So, I'm trying to manage with S
Just four sessions instead of eight.”

- Sarah, 65-year-old resident of Grant

County

EEASHIN “Folks in our community, especially older
| folks, are increasingly choosing between
housing costs and refilling their prescriptions.”
-Margaret, 55-year-old resident of Walworth
County

WALWORTH

INTERVIEWS: HOUSING SERVICE PROVIDERS QUANTITATIVE DATA FROM THE AMERICAN QUALITATIVE DATA FROM INTERVIEWS WITH 32
AND HOUSING STRESSED INDIVIDUALS. COMMUNITY SURVEY AND COUNTY HEALTH WISCONSIN RESIDENTS (AGES 19-65) REVEALED A

GEOGRAPHY: 17 WISCONSIN COUNTIES RANKINGS WERE SPATIALLY ANALYZED TO KEY THEME: FORGOING HEALTHCARE TO AFFORD
TIME PERIOD: SPRING 2025 REVEAL GEOGRAPHIC PATTERNS AND HOUSING
CORRELATIONS
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