Environmental, Social, or Governance? What Americans Think U.S. Industries Do
Worst

A nationally representative survey asked: “For each U.S. sector, please select the outcome that best reflects your knowledge and views.” Respondents chose
exactly one of three options: Worst on Social - Worst for the Environment - Worst in Governance.

W Worst on Social B Worst for the Environment ® Worst in Governance

Healthcare 49% 21%

Technology 48% 22%
Non-food Retailers 48% 24%
Food Retailers 47% 27%

Agriculture / Food Production 43% 37%

Construction 41% 36%
Mining 37% 37% 26%
Energy 35% 39% 25%
Industrials 32% 46% 22%

Takeaway: Social concerns dominate in consumer-facing sectors such as healthcare, technology, and retail, while environmental concerns take the lead in industrial, mining,
and energy-related sectors.

Dimension definitions shown to respondents: Social Dimension = how the industry Sector definitions shown to respondents: Agriculture/Food Production — crop production, livestock management, and raw materials for food.
manages relationships with its employees, suppliers, customers, and communities. Non-food Retailers — non-food goods such as department stores. Food Retailers — grocery stores (e.g., Costco, Kroger, Whole Foods). Energy — oil,
Environment = how the industry safeguards the environment. Governance - how the gas, fuels, and energy equipment. Construction = residential, commercial, and public infrastructure. Technology - software, hardware, electronics,
industry performs in leadership, executive pay, audits and reporting, and shareholder internet services, and Al. Healthcare — pharmaceuticals, providers, medical devices, and biotechnology. Mining = extraction of minerals and

rights. geological materials. Industrials — machinery, transportation equipment, aerospace, defense, and building products.

About the sample: Online survey (Qualtrics), Oct. 15-23, 2024; n = 870 . The sample closely matches the U.S. Census, with only two demographic groups represented at statistically different rates: respondents from households earning
5100,000 or more were 4% underrepresented, while respondents with less than a high school education were 5% underrepresented.

Statistical note: 22 of 27 pairwise comparisons (=81%) are significant at the 5% level, suggesting that respondents clearly favored one dimension over another. Non-significant: environment vs. governance in food and non-food retail; social
vs. environment in energy, construction, and mining.
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